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fPalestm e. This was Kiezmer-Hois (the House

' strict, home to the city’s Jewish ‘
populahon for more than 500 years. -
Choosing a front-lounge window table

shrouded with lace tablecloth and set with
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Nowadaysthehammlofsynagogues stxll
standing are mostly museums

Synagogue is the oldestholand.
1t has its prayer hall on the first floor and the
impressive bookshop Austeria on the ground.
It was torched the Second World War
and its blackened facade, tiles and guttering

provide grim reminders of a dark past.
Just outstde Kazimierz, over the Vistula
River in Podgérze, is the famous factory of
Oskar Schindler, who saved the lives of more
than 1,000 Jews destined for certain death.
Made famous by Steven Spielberg’s movie
Schindler’s List, this long-awaited museum
is a must on any itinerary. The enamelware
factory chronologically tells the story of the
Nazi invasion and life in the Krakéw Ghetto

: d through the front door of  through old footage, personal belongings and
 the house and into another era. living quarters. Even Schindler’s
newallsofthedlmhrhteomdor office has been reassembled including his

» and old Bakelite radio.

desk, .
~ But out of dark history radiates a light which
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Legend states that thevkryinghexghtsof
Basilica Mariacka (St Mary’s) %retheresult
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From there we went on to
Auchwitz II-Birkenau where the
sheer size, desolate landscape,
barracks and infamous train
tracks heightened the grim reality
of just where the majority of this
genocide was perpetrated. When
leaving, it is hard not be staggered
by the level of human depravity.
We paid a less sombre visit to
the Wieliczka Salt Mine, proudly
placed on the Unesco World
Heritage list since 1978.
More than a million tourists
make the descent underground via
378 wooden steps to visit the
labyrinth of tunnels which open on
attractions. Which was just as well, as it was difficult to prise to ornately-carved chapels.
ourselves away from the view of the castle from the terrace After being whizzed back to
of the hotel’s rooftop Café Oranzeria. ground level in an express elevator
However, after watching the sun set over the castle we realised we’d barely scratched
it was time to explore Krak6w’s burgeoning bar scene. the surface of this fascinating

Renowned for hosting stag and hen parties who :
traditionally come for the cheap booze and the cluster of bars
particularly in the Kazimierz and Old Town areas, we were
delighted not to stumble upon the Where’s Wally? stag group
which was on our easyJet flight from London.

There’s a distinct bohemian air about the bars here,
particularly at Singer, which has put the old classic sewing
machine tables to ingenious use along the pavement outside.

Momento, with its Seventies retro wallpaper and furniture,
is also worth a mention as it offers a mean cocktail for a mere
£3 a piece. :

Two of Poland’s most famous tourist sites just happen to be

outside the city which meant our long weekend turned into a bit

of a whirlwind. The most thought-
provoking is Auschwitz.

We chose to join an organised
tour including coach travel,
entrance tickets and an excellent
gllxide whose grandfather died

ere.

E LINKED
up with the
hundreds
sombrely
following a

trail through the camp, silently
shuffling through the blocks in
single file. Housing various
exhibits, some of the more
poignant include architectural

i shoes, clothing,
photographs and artificial limbs.

well-mapped-out

Polish city.
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